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BGC (AUSTRALIA) PTY LTD, OPEN-CUT MINING, THE LAKES 

1303. Hon DEE MARGETTS to the minister representing the Minister for the Environment and 
Heritage: 

I refer to the previous question and answer on 9 April 2002 - question without notice 1236 - about the major 
open-cut mining operation for granite extraction operated by BGC (Australia) Pty Ltd at The Lakes, about 50 
kilometres east of Perth.   

(1) Is the minister aware that the existing mining operation straddles two tributaries of the Wooroloo 
Brook? 

(2) Given that the mining operation straddles the headwater tributaries of the salinity-affected Wooroloo 
Brook, why does the mining area not fall under the Rights in Water and Irrigation Act 1914, and what is 
there to prevent the area being proclaimed under that Act? 

(3) Given that the mining operation is located in an area that is not proclaimed under the Rights in Water 
and Irrigation Act 1914, what measures are in place to protect the integrity of the water resource against 
depletion, salinity and pollution induced by mining to ensure the availability of drinking water to 
consumers in 2031 and beyond? 

Hon TOM STEPHENS replied: 

I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) The Minister for the Environment and Heritage has been advised by the Department of Environmental 
Protection that the mining operation is located between two upper tributaries of the Wooroloo Brook. 

(2) Under the Rights in Water and Irrigation Act 1914, management areas are proclaimed when active 
management is required to manage high levels of water use demand.  The upper reaches of the 
Wooroloo Brook are brackish, and the level of demand from water users is very low.  There is no 
impediment to proclaiming this area, should water demand increase in the future.  All existing users 
would then be required to be licensed. 

(3) The mine is currently licensed by the Department of Environmental Protection under the provisions of 
part V of the Environmental Protection Act 1986.  Under this licence, the mine is authorised to 
discharge mine and stormwater from the site, subject to a range of conditions related to water quality.  
However, the mine is currently not discharging water from the premises, and all water is currently 
stored on site and used for dust suppression.   

Hon Simon O’Brien:  You have veered further to the left than normal. 

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  I am sorry? 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!   

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  I did not hear the interjection, Mr President. 

Hon Simon O’Brien:  I said that you had veered further to the left than normal. 

The PRESIDENT:  No, the minister need not hear the interjection. 

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  The answer continues - 

Increased salinity levels in the brook are caused by secondary salinity associated with land clearing, not 
by mining activities. 

The PRESIDENT:  I thank the minister for assisting me to control unruly elements of the House. 
 


